Village of New Athens
Committee of the Whole Meeting
07/27/2026
6:30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by Village President Steve Newbold. Those in attendance were Gary Kearns, John Feder, Rich Stoops, Ryan Heinecke and Richard Fitzgerald. Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk, Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works, and Edd Cockrell, Jr., EMA Coordinator were also present.

Visitors 
No visitors.

Streets and Alleys – Don Carroll said that the resident at 407 S. Market St. has a tree in the front of his house that is supposedly the oldest tree in town, and it needs to be removed as his insurance company will not insure his home because of this. Don said he contacted the insurance company and was told that there are two different trees in the back of his home that were the concerns. Trustee Stoops stated that the tree in the front is on the list to be removed by the Ameren grant.

Finance and Audit – The Clerk advised the Board that Scheffel Boyle had contacted her regarding the general fund. It appears that we do not have as much for operating expenses as it seems. There are several restricted accounts attached to the general fund that have most of the funds in place. She noted that the MFT is running low and if the road oiling was to be done, that can be paid for with some of the funds in one of the restricted accounts. Scheffel Boyle will have representatives at the August 17th Board Meeting to go over the audit. 

It was advised to hold off this year on doing the road oiling.

Water and Sewer – Carroll stated that Todd & Becky Davis have requested water service to their property across Route 13. He said a meter can be placed at the end of Juanita Ln and Davis would have to pay for the boring under the highway. He noted that the Village would have to fill out the free permit from IDOT for the boring, but it would be Davis’s responsibility to pay for it. The Board thought this was already taken care of from when Davis previously approached the Board. They advised Don to do what needed to be done for this.

The Clerk had a quote from Core & Main for a meter tester. She stated that some of the new meters are not calibrated to read in 1,000’s of gallons and Matt did not know it until after they were installed and had reading/billing errors on them. This tester will help him verify this information before the installation. The cost of the tester is $300.00. The Board advised to order the tester from Core & Main.


Personnel – Carroll went over the applications for the full-time public works position. The applicants were: Derek Badgett, Jimmy Badgett, Logan Gallagher, Randall Weissert, Devin Brown, Adam Swyear, Dylan Dachsteiner, Adam Wilson, and Thomas Hill.

Trustee Feder stated that he really did not think we should hire another full-time person. Don stated that Gary will be retiring soon and Matt may not be too far behind. 

The Board decided to set up interviews on Monday, August 3rd beginning at 5:00. They decided to interview Derek Badgett, Jimmy Badgett, Devin Brown, and Dylan Dachsteiner.

Jake Renner was asked to come in to discuss hiring police officers. The Board advised him to advertise. 

Trustee Fitzgerald told the Board that the employee policy needs to be reviewed and updated. He stated that we need to get in line with what other departments are paying. The Clerk advised that she contacted Freeburg, Millstadt, Red Bud and Smithton and they all paid more than us, but some are not too far off. She stated that they have a larger tax base than we have so they can afford to offer more. Trustee Feder said to review the insurance and see if someone would rather have more money and no insurance. Renner stated that he was told that Mascoutah is offering $93,000 for a patrolman and only had one applicant. He said no one wants to be a police officer anymore.

Public Property and Parks – Carroll said that K&K Lawn Care is having an event at their shop and are requesting the use of some of the Village’s picnic tables. No one had a problem with them using the tables.

Cemetery – Nothing to report.

Ordinance – Edd Cockrell, Jr. reviewed the EMA ordinance with the Board. Some of the key points were compensation for the director and co-director, hiring a co-director and a mobile support team. It was advised to discuss these matters after our annual audit is complete.

Cockrell also presented the Board with a proposed ‘Special Event’ ordinance. Mayor Newbold stated that he would like to get an opinion from Illinois Risk Management before the Board entertains this.

Improvement and Grants – Nothing to report.

Public Safety – Nothing to report.

Marina – Don mentioned that the courtesy docks have been cleaned up with the fire department’s help. He also mentioned that he was able to get a hold of someone regarding the ownership of the docks and was told that the Village owns the whole thing. He is going to make some more phone calls for the dredging.
Other Business – Mayor Newbold stated that Jeff Wetzel had met with each board member individually to discuss the issue with the dump truck that was brought to him and then towed to Iron Ford.

Newbold said he would like the truck to be taken back to Wetzel’s and have them fix it. He said that Wetzel said he will make time to get this done. Newbold said there was some miscommunication as to how long the truck sat there. Don said he took the truck to him and was told it would take a few weeks to get done. He wanted to see if someone else could get it done quicker because they needed the truck.

Carroll advised the Board that the small bridge on Old Baldwin Rd is due for an inspection and is due by August 31st. Volkert has done it in the past, and the cost is around $1,000. The Board advised to schedule the inspection.

The Board discussed the brush cutter attachment that Don wanted to order for $9,500. Trustee Kearns felt like they just needed a rake attachment for $7,200. Mayor Newbold told the Board that he talked to the guys, and they do not feel comfortable using the rake attachment. Carroll said he could use both attachments but for now he was just interested in the brush cutter. Mayor Newbold suggested just ordering both and using funds from the campground account.

The Clerk received a bill from Elliot Data Systems for two identification cards that were ordered by Tim Buehler.  One is for Buehler as retired chief and the other is for John Hoffman as a retired commissioned officer.  The bill is in the Village’s name and the amount is $25.00.  The Board advised to pay the bill.

There being no further business and the meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

									Steve Newbold
									Village President

									Nancy Ritter
									Village Clerk
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